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April 10, 2022   

Society for Neuroscience in Anesthesiology and Critical Care (SNACC) Nominating 
Committee  

RE: Nominating Dr. Karen B. Domino for SNACC’s 2022 Distinguished Service Award 
 
 

Dear Members of the Review Committee,  

I am extremely honored and humbled to write this letter to nominate Dr. Karen B. Domino for 
the 2022 Distinguished Service Award of Society for Neuroscience in Anesthesiology and 
Critical Care. Dr. Domino is undoubtedly one of the most important figures and a giant in our 
specialty, as well as in the larger community of Medicine. This will be demonstrated by the 
enthusiastic support letters from some of the most established perioperative 
neuroanesthesiologists and neuroscientists all over the country, but first please allow me to 
narrate her story from my angle.  

  
In 2014, I arrived in Seattle as a public health graduate student in Health Services after my 
anesthesiology residency. As a foreign graduate, the future seems exciting but elusive at the 
same time. I was introduced to Dr. Domino through the Public Health School alumni network. I 
still remember the night that I almost ran across the whole University of Washington campus 
to meet her after class, feeling all sweaty, short of breath, and lost. Dr. Domino tirelessly 
instructed me and led me into the world of neuroanesthesiology even after a long day of 
clinical/administrative/research works, I could only feel inspiration and excitement from her. 
From the point on, she patiently carved out my career path, supported my development at 
every turn, and played my role model with no reservation. After the graduate school, I applied 
for the Neuroanesthesiology Fellowship to learn from her clinically in person and joined the 
faculty under the division of Neuroanesthesiology. For Dr. Domino, this is just one of 
numerous careers she mentored and cultivated, but for me, it is categorically a life-changing 
journey and yet another example of her educational contribution to the community.  
 
Dr. Domino’s mentorship and impact go way beyond my personal story. While collecting 
supportive materials, I was not surprised to find her mentees contribute to the world from the 
fields of basic and clinical research, clinical services in academic and private practice settings, 
as well as education for all levels. They range from junior faculty, up-and-coming researchers, 
all the way to full professors, former SNACC President, and high-profile leaders of our 
specialty. Her mentoring efforts led her to the well-deserved John J. Bonica Award for  
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Faculty Mentoring from University of Washington and Academy of Mentors from Anesthesia 
Patient Safety Foundation. Dr. Domino’s mentorship and contribution are not bordered by 
nationality, gender, or race, which is clearly demonstrated by the extensively diverse profiles 
of mentees. In the 2018 SNACC annual meeting, I was honored to witness the moment when 
she received SNACC’s The Women in Neuroanesthesiology and Neuroscience Education and 
Research (WINNER) Academy of Mentors. There is an ancient saying in Mandarin, “It takes 
ten years to cultivate a tree, but it takes a hundred years to cultivate a person.” Dr. Domino’s 
almost 40 years of service in SNACC and our specialty is the perfect embodiment of the 
ancient wisdom.  
 
Dr. Domino’s academic achievements are exceptional and help shape the standards and 
foundation of modern Anesthesiology. Dr. Domino has over 120 peer-reviewed publications, 
over 60 book chapters, and is one of the rare all-founded researchers that spans her research 
fields from respiratory physiology, clinical neuroanesthesiology, patient safety and quality 
improvement, to national healthcare policy analysis. Her pace does not seem to slow down, 
as her publication and involvement in cutting-edge application of machine learning-driven 
patient safety/outcome projects are at full speed in recent years. Anesthesiology stood out 
from other specialties of medicine for its focus on and high standards for patient safety and 
culture of transparency and self-reflection. One of the most prominent examples is the 
American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) Closed Claimed Program, which was designed 
to identify anesthesia-related major safety concerns, patterns of injury and prevention 
strategies in areas where anesthesiologists provide care. For 20 years, Dr. Domino has been 
a pivotal figure and a leader for the Program (Chair since 2019), brought in invaluable 
research funding, established the Postoperative Visual Loss Registry, and shed light on many 
safety measures by publishing important works for our specialty. Dr. Domino continued to 
strive for patient safety by leading Multicenter Perioperative Outcomes Group (MPOG) 
investigators in University of Washington and laid foundation and infrastructure for the MPOG. 
Her efforts really have tangible global and sustainable effects, the landscape of how we 
practice anesthesia and how we perceive patient safety has been changed ever since.  

Dr. Domino’s has been part of SNACC community since 1982 and she started to provide her 
service generously to the SNACC since 1992. Along these 30 years, she had assumed 
leadership roles in multiple committees and Board of Directors, member in Editorial Board of 
Journal of Neurosurgical Anesthesiology, and most monumentally the President of SNACC in 
2005. I have the privilege to contact and obtain letters from several former Presidents of 
SNACC, they uniformly provided their unreserved and full support to Dr. Domino’s  
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nomination, for her consistent professionalism and selfless contribution to the SNACC 
community. Furthermore, her contributions to ASA, American Board of Anesthesiology, 
University of Washington, Washington State Society of Anesthesiologists, and almost all the 
major journals in Medicine and Anesthesiology (NEJM, JAMA, Lancet, BMJ, BJA, etc.) are 
also irreplaceable.  

Finally, Dr. Domino is a true national and global thought leader and educator. Her talent to 
distill complex concepts into absorbable knowledge for ordinary learners are phenomenal. On 
top of my first-hand experience in my own fellowship, this has been evident and mentioned by 
many support letters we present. I have had the honor to participate in her 53rd Emery A. 
Rovenstine Memorial Lecture, Keynote Speaker for American Society Anesthesiologists in 
2014 and the 10th John Severinghaus Lecture on Translational Science for the American 
Society of Anesthesiologists in 2018. While one covered Healthcare Policy analysis and 
management, and the other depicted mixed method research methodologies in patient safety, 
her persuasiveness and insightfulness had been impressively consistent in front of a global 
audience. In addition, she has given more then 100 invited speeches and presentations 
across the world, which clearly demonstrates her passion toward science and humanity, as 
well as a sense of mission to improve the Medicine in general.  

With my deepest gratitude, nominating Dr. Domino for this prestigious award would be my 
most modest way to pay back and honor her lifelong and sustained impacts in Neuroscience 
in Anesthesiology and critical care. She is a true beacon and giant in our specialty, and I 
believe she is more than well deserving for the SNACC’s 2022 Distinguished Service Award.  
 
My sincere appreciation for reading my nomination letter and please contact me if you have 
questions in terms of the supportive materials we present.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

Jen-Ting “Alan” Yang, MD, MS 
Assistant Professor, 
Associate Program Director, Neuroanesthesiology Fellowship 
Division of Neuroanesthesiology and Perioperative neuroscience 
Department of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine, 
University of Washington Medical Center 







 

          Arthur M Lam, MD, FRCPC, FNCS 
          Clinical Professor of Anesthesiology 
          University of California San Diego 
          200 W. Arbor Drive, MC8770 
          San Diego, CA 92103-8812 
          Aml150@ucsd.edu 
          4-19-2022 
 
                                                                                                                                                  
 SNACC Committee on Awards 
 Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
     Re:  Distinguished Service Award 
 
 

I am writing to nominate Dr. Karen Domino for the Distinguished Service Award.   I have known Dr. Domino for 
more than 3 decades and can honestly say that she exemplifies what an ideal role model physician should be.  
She is a clinician, educator, and a scientist.  Her continuous strive for excellence in all three areas are truly 
remarkable and admirable, and there has been no slowing down through the years. Intramurally she is an active 
member of the Neuroanesthesia group at University of Washington, serves as the vice-chair for clinical research, 
and has mentored a number of individuals.  Her research interests encompass not only clinical neuroanesthesia, 
but also respiratory physiology.  Additionally, and importantly, she heads up the Closed Claims Project of ASA, 
which improves patient safety in many areas, including those within the realm of neuroanesthesia, such as the 
Postoperative Visual Loss Registry. 
 
Her service to SNACC includes active participation in programs, service on committees and of course, as the 
President of SNACC 2004-2005.   
 
As a former President of SNACC, I am honored and delighted to support Dr. Domino’s nomination for the 
Distinguished Service Award.   I can’t think of anyone more deserving.  Thank you for the consideration. 
 
 
 
 
Your sincerely, 
 

 
 
Arthur Lam M.D. 
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Bhiken I. Naik, MBBCh 
Department of Anesthesiology 
University of Virginia 
April 28, 2022 

 
SNACC Board of Directors 
 

Re: Nomination of Dr. Karen Domino for the SNACC Distinguished Service Award 
 

It gives me great pleasure to write this letter of support for Dr. Karen Domino’s 
nomination for the SNACC Distinguished Service Award. A review of the previous recipients of 
this award reflects the incredible scientific and educational contribution made to our specialty 
by these awardees. They have shaped our society, our clinical practice and have advocated 
tirelessly for our patients.   

Therefore Dr. Domino’s nomination for this award is appropriate, timely and much 
deserved. She is a productive clinical researcher who has published extensively on neurological-
related diseases. Furthermore, her seminal work with the Anesthesia Closed Claims Project has 
provided invaluable information on a patient-centric approach to perioperative safety. In her 
current role as the principal investigator for Multicenter Perioperative Outcomes Group for the 
University of Washington, she has provided invaluable input to a multitude of research projects. 
These research endeavors have been enriched by both her practical clinical experience and her 
extensive research expertise. 

Mentorship is a key attribute that the recipient of this award should demonstrate. Dr 
Domino has a stellar record of mentoring medical students, residents, fellows and faculty. As an 
illustrative example of her dedication to mentoring, I was recently appointed as Vice Chair of 
Clinical Research in my department. The first call I made was to Dr. Domino to provide me with 
guidance on this new and challenging role. Without hesitation, she carved out an hour of time 
from her busy schedule and provided me with invaluable information on how to successfully 
navigate this role and identified key milestones that I needed to achieve. This is but one example 
of Dr. Domino’s stature within our field. 

In summary, I unequivocally support Dr. Domino’s nomination for the SNACC 
Distinguished Service Award. There is no candidate more deserving of this award! 
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Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Bhiken Naik, MBBCh  
Vice Chair (Clinical Research) 
Associate Professor of Anesthesiology and Neurological Surgery  
Associate Medical Director-Nerancy Neuroscience Intensive Care Unit 
Fellowship Director-Anesthesia Critical Care  
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April 24, 2022 
 
Committee on Distinguished Service Award 
SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE IN ANESTHESIOLOGY AND CRITICAL CARE 
 
Re: Karen Domino, M.D., M.P.H. 
 
 
Dear Members of the Review Committee: 
 
I am delighted to enthusiastically support the nomination of Dr. Karen Domino for the 
Distinguished Service Award of the SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE IN ANESTHESIOLOGY AND 
CRITICAL CARE.  I will not go over her scientific and educational contributions to neuroscience in 
anesthesiology and critical as that will presumably be detailed in her nomination letter¾ 
although they are exceptional.  Rather I will focus my letter on her leadership positions of 
distinction during the almost 30 years that I have known her. 
 
 
31st President of SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE IN ANESTHESIOLOGY AND CRITICAL CARE.  I 
preceded Karen by three years as president and worked with her on many projects for the 
society.  Her leadership, strategic planning for our sub-specialty, operational acumen, and ability 
to work with people was exceptional and advanced our society.  Moreover, she was the fourth 
female president and hence was a role model for future leaders. 
 
Education in Neuroscience for the AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ANESTHESIOLOGISTS (ASA).  I have 
worked extensively with Karen in planning educational activities in neuroscience for ASA 
members.  Again, Karen was exceptional in planning high-quality, scholarly activities that had 
appeal both to those that have background in neuroscience and for the general anesthesiologist 
who does neuroanesthesia. 
 
53rd Rovenstine Lecturer for the ASA.  The Rovenstine Lecture is one of the highest honors 
our specialty can bestow on an individual.  Only individuals who are considered to be thought 
leaders with a rich array of accomplishments are chosen.  Indeed, many deserving individuals 
have not been chosen.  Karen gave an outstanding lecture in 2014 entitled “Health Care at the 
Crossroads: The Imperative for Change”.  It was both insightful and inspiring.  She was only the 
third female to have given the lecture, and a role model for many in the audience. 
 
ASA Closed Claim Program.  The Anesthesia Closed Claims Program’s goal is to identify 
anesthesia-related major safety concerns, patterns of injury and prevention strategies in areas 
where anesthesiologists provide care.  Karen was central in leading and managing this program 
for many years.  She has been involved in many publications, presentations and/or research 
studies that have changed the way that we practice medicine. 
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The ASA/APSF Ellison C. Pierce Patient Safety Memorial Lecture.  I am the current 
president of the ANESTHESIA PATIENT SAFETY FOUNDATION (APSF).  In 2012 we created the 
above lecture recognizing the contributions to anesthesia patient safety of Ellison C. Pierce, Jr., 
MD, the APSF founding president.  Karen was enthusiastically chosen this past year to give the 
2022 Pierce Lecture and the annual meeting of the ASA in October of this year, the second 
woman to give this lecture. 
 
ASA Committee on Standards and Practice Parameters.  The ASA is highly recognized for 
its standards and practice parameters which have changed the way that we practice medicine 
and no doubt have saved lives.  Karen was chosen to chair this committee in 2018.  As a past 
president of the ASA, I can attest that there is much thought and deliberation that goes into this 
decision and Karen was the obvious choice to lead this program.  She has done an exceptional 
job over the past four years. 
 
In summary, there is no doubt that Karen is meritous of receiving this award and I am honored 
to support her nomination.  Over the years I have been impressed with Karen’s intellect, work 
ethic, and dedication to neuroscience, the specialty of anesthesiology, and the sub-specialty of 
neuroanesthesiology.  She has a national and international reputation in neuroscience and has 
highly impacted the way that we practice medicine. 
 
Please feel free to call on me if I can answer any specific questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Daniel J. Cole, MD 
Professor of Clinical Anesthesiology 
Vice Chair for Professional & Business Development 





 

!

 
 
Monday, April 11, 2022 
 
 
On behalf of Dr. Karen Domino  
 
Nomination for SNACC’s Distinguished Service Award, 2022 
 
It is with great pleasure that I would like to recommend Dr. Karen Domino, MD, for the SNACC’s 
Distinguished Service Award in recognition of her long and eminent career as a physician anesthesiologist, 
administrator, and educator. 
 
Dr. Domino is known across the anesthesiology field as a top-flight researcher in patient safety, quality, and 
risk management. But what people outside of our department may not know is how dedicated she is to her 
colleagues, particularly junior faculty who are just learning how to navigate the numerous demands on their 
time. She is one of the most effective (and caring) mentors I have ever seen. She is considered a role model 
in the field of teaching to navigate the difficult pathways of neuroanesthesiology, always patient, cordial, 
and non-judgmental. Her work ethic is impeccable, and her undivided respect for patients and staff is 
inspiring. 
 
Considering all these achievements, it is without hesitation and with much pride that I support Dr. Domino’s 
nomination for this highly regarded award. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Julia Metzner MD  
Associate Professor 
Education Director for UWMC 
Department of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine 
University of Washington Medical Center 
 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Neurological Surgery 
University of Washington Seattle, WA 
 
1959 NE Pacific Street 
Box 356540 
Seattle, WA 98195 
Phone: 206-598-4253 
Pager: 206-541- 4938 
metznj@uw.edu 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

I am honored to submit this letter in support of the nomination of Karen B. Domino, 

M.D., M.P.H. for the 2022 SNACC Distinguished Service Award.  I have had the good 

fortune to meet Dr. Domino multiple times over the years and consider her a mentor 

and a friend.  However, it is for her sustained and incredible leadership in the field of 

neuroanesthesia that I am writing in support of her nomination.   

 

Dr. Domino’s academic achievements are exemplary, and it would be impossible to 

fully summarize her extensive academic career and outstanding leadership.  Dr. 

Domino has over 120 peer-reviewed publications, over 60 book chapters and many 

continuous years of grant funding including long-standing support from the American 

Society of Anesthesiologists for her leadership of the Closed Claims Project (2002-2012).  

She has received almost every honor possible within our specialty, including serving as 

the President of the Board of SNACC in 2005.  Her scholarly interests range from basic 

neuroscience to patient safety and quality improvement to health policy on a national 

level.  In 2018 alone Dr. Domino gave the 10th John Severinghaus Lecture on 

Translational Science for the American Society of Anesthesiologists, was invited to join 

the American Safety Foundation Academy of Mentors, and was inducted as an 

inaugural member of the SNACC WINNER Academy of Mentors.  Representative of 

her wide international recognition as an expert in multiple areas of medicine, she has 

consulted or served on the editorial board of every major journal in medicine.   

 

If there is one characteristic that I find most notable about Dr. Domino, it is her 

incredible clarity of thought, and her rare ability to distill a complex topic or question to 

its most relevant points.  This talent contributes to her outstanding skills as a speaker 

and a sought after representative of our specialty.  Over the years she has served as an 
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incredibly generous and effective mentor for young faculty and role model for women 

in neuroanesthesia and neurocritical care, all while maintaining a compassionate and 

down to earth persona.  It is her “freshness of thought” and curiosity across subject 

areas, in addition to her passion for the neurosciences, that makes Dr. Domino a leader 

in our specialty and a role model for every aspiring neuroscientist.  I cannot think of 

any individual more deserving of this honor for 2022 and Dr. Domino has my highest 

recommendation for the SNACC Distinguished Service Award.  Thank you for allowing 

me to submit this recommendation in her support and best wishes to everyone on the 

Committee. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Laurel E. Moore, M.D.   

 



Dear 2022 SNACC Nominating Committee, 
 
I would like to voice my support for the nomination of Dr. Karen B. Domino for the 
Distinguished Service Award. Dr. Domino is a Professor of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine 
and an Adjunct Professor of Neurological Surgery at the University of Washington. Dr. Domino 
has been a leader in the field of Neuroanesthesiology for 40 years and has published numerous 
peer-reviewed articles and book chapters. She has been an active member of SNACC, serving as 
a past President and member of several committees. Her work within the American Society of 
Anesthesiologists includes management of the ASA Closed Claims Database, participation in 
numerous committees, publication of Task Force guidelines, and frequent presenter and 
lecturer at annual meetings. Additionally, she is a passionate educator, instilling a love for 
Neuroanesthesiology within the residents and fellows who have the opportunity to work with 
her over the past four decades. 
 
I was fortunate to have Dr. Domino as one of my mentors during my Neuroanesthesiology 
fellowship at the University of Washington. In addition to providing excellent intraoperative 
education and clinical expertise, Dr. Domino also generously involves trainees and junior faculty 
members in her myriad of research interests. As Director of the ASA Closed Claims Database, 
Dr. Domino has facilitated numerous research projects that have led to a better understanding 
of anesthetic and surgical complications and improved patient safety. Dr. Domino’s mentorship 
enabled me to conduct research that has greatly influenced my personal clinical practice at a 
busy Neurosurgical hospital, and also resulted in the publication of peer-reviewed articles and 
book chapters, as well as presentations at national meetings. 
 
Dr. Domino serves as an inspiration to trainees and junior colleagues, demonstrating how 
valuable it is to have a strong, female role model in the male-dominated field of academic 
medicine. She has inspired many residents, fellows, and junior faculty members to pursue 
careers in research, further advancing the field of Neuroanesthesiology beyond her own 
impressive research contributions. Dr. Domino has also dedicated herself to fostering the 
leadership potential of her trainees and colleagues. Thanks in no small part to her tutelage, I 
have created a successful career in private practice Neuroanesthesiology. As Chief of 
Neuroanesthesiology and member of the Clinical Governance Board of my large private practice 
group, I strive to emulate Dr. Domino’s mentoring skills as a leader within my practice and 
hospital system. I am incredibly grateful to have experienced first-hand Dr. Domino’s passion 
for Neuroanesthesiology and her commitment to mentorship, leadership, advocacy, and 
education. I cannot think of anyone more deserving of the Distinguished Service Award, and I 
hope you will strongly consider Dr. Karen B. Domino for this honor.    
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rachel Kutteruf, MD 
Chief of Neuroanesthesiology 
U.S. Anesthesia Partners - Washington 
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