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SNACC is Moving Forward in 2012
Ansgar M. Brambrink, MD, PhD
President

Scientific Affairs Committee,
which is coordinated by Dr.
Deborah Culley (Harvard
Medical School) and Dr.
Jeff Pasternak (Mayo Clinic,
Rochester). It is expected
that some of the best and
most interesting research
currently conducted in the
field of neuroscience in
anesthesiology and critical
care will be presented during
Ansgar M. Brambrink, MD, PhD
our two poster sessions at
the annual meeting. The
abstract submission also provided another opportunity for
eligible trainees and junior faculty to enter their research for the
prestigious SNACC John D. Michenfelder New Investigator
Award, which is presented annually and honors research that
exemplifies the Society’s mission of improving the art and science
of the care of the neurologically impaired patient in anesthesia
and critical care. The recipient of this award is chosen by the
SNACC Scientific Affairs Committee based on the submission
of a full-length original manuscript which the applicants are
currently preparing. The final awardee will receive a plaque of
recognition and the opportunity to make an oral presentation at
the SNACC Annual Meeting.

Dear Members:
The management transition is now complete and the new
office is actively evaluating and developing our new progressive
routines. Some new membership services have been established,
including online dues payment. If you have not done so, please
take a moment and go to www.snacc.org and click the dues
payment button on the left side. If you have any questions,
please contact our new Association Manager Sandra Peterson at
snacc@snacc.org or call her at 804-565-6360.
I am excited to inform you the Dr. Reza Gorji (SUNY
Upstate) has accepted the role as the new Editor for the SNACC
Newsletter. Dr. Gorji will be supported by Dr. Fenghua Li
(SUNY Upstate) as the Assistant Editor and by the members of
the SNACC Communications Committee under the leadership
of Dr. Marc Bloom (NYU). We are looking forward to exciting
new issues of the SNACC Newsletter incorporating fresh ideas
and attracting a large readership in the field. Please join me in
congratulating them regarding their new appointments.
The Education Committee is in the process of preparing new
educational material that soon will be released on the SNACC
website. Please check regularly at www.snacc.org und the
‘Education/Research’ for updates.

In addition, there are multiple highlights in our exciting 2012
Annual Meeting program that I would like to briefly draw your
attention to:

Together with the Ruggles office staff, SNACC’s leadership
is working diligently to prepare for the 40th Annual Meeting of
our Society on October, 11-12, 2012. What can you do to make
this a successful meeting? Save the date and plan on attending
the meeting in Washington, DC. where we will be celebrating
our 40th successful year and a cutting edge society. Please do join
us at the Thursday evening Dinner Symposium, as this will be
a very special occasion full of surprises related to SNACC’s 40th
anniversary.

The educational activities will start on Thursday afternoon
with new, as well as established, workshops on ‘Transcranial
Doppler Ultrasonography,’ spearheaded by Dr. Deepak Sharma
(University of Washington), ‘Neurophysiologic Monitoring,’
presided by Dr. Antoun Koht and Dr. Tod Sloan (Northwestern
University) and a ‘How to Write a Paper Workshop’ led by Dr.
Deborah Culley (Harvard Medical School). For the first time,
we will also offer Problem Based Learning Discussions on three
highly relevant topics, ‘Management of ICP in the Context of
ARDS in a Pediatric Patient,’ ‘Reversal of Anticoagulation in
Patients Presenting with Acute Subdural Hematoma’ and ‘Brain
Code’ and ‘Assessment and Management of a Patient with Blown
Pupils in the PACU.’

Over one hundred scientific abstracts from around the world
have been submitted this year for potential presentation at the
annual meeting. The review and selection process of this large
volume of original work has begun among both national and
international experts in the field and recognized as SNACC’s
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SNACC’s traditional Thursday Evening Dinner Symposium,
organized this year by Dr. Deborah Culley (Harvard Medical
School) will be dedicated to the 40th anniversary celebration.
Two speakers from very different backgrounds will review the
past 40 years, and lay out the potential for a bright future of our
organization. A special session to ‘Honor the Past Presidents of
the Society’ will follow and we hope that you will join us for a
celebratory party during the remainder of the evening.

will be announced. The Annual Meeting will conclude with the
traditional Wine and Cheese Reception in the early evening
where everyone will mingle and celebrate our success over the last
40 years. At the Wine and Cheese Reception, we will provide
an opportunity for the members to inaugurate Special Interest
Groups that will focus on promoting particular topics in our
field. Please stay tuned for an update on this new initiative.
SNACC’s last Annual Meeting in Chicago was rated highly
and we will work hard to exceed this success during the upcoming
meeting. Please consider joining us for our celebrations and use
this exciting opportunity to engage in academic pursuits while
also having fun, meeting old friends and making new ones.

On Friday, the 40th Anniversary Annual Meeting will
continue with an outstanding scientific program that has been
organized with the leadership of Dr. Kristin Engelhard (Johannes
Gutenberg-University, Mainz, Germany), Vice-President for
Education and Scientific Affairs. A series of presentations will
address key issues in neuroanesthesia and neurocritical care,
including ‘Clinical Outcomes,’ ‘Brain-Heart-Lung Cross-Talk,’
‘Common Data Element Program’ and ‘Quality and Safety.’
For the first time, special guests of SNACC will reflect on their
personal experience with neuroanesthesia and neurocritical care
from the patient perspective. Two 90-minute poster sessions,
respected for their quality and depth in previous years, will bring
together more than 100 researchers from all over the world to
present and discuss their most recent original work that is focused
on the neurosciences in anesthesia and critical care.

For more detailed information about SNACC’s 40th
Anniversary Annual Meeting and our organization and its
activities, please refer to the constantly updated SNACC website
at www.snacc.org.
In its 40th year, SNACC is an exciting, active organization,
which is committed to ensuring a vibrant future in these
challenging times. Consider joining us in our mission as we
move into with our future.
I am sure that this year’s Annual Meeting will be memorable
and worthwhile attending. We would love to see you in
Washington, DC on October 11-12, 2012. Please, start making
your travel arrangements and check at www.snacc.org for more
details. Let’s celebrate SNACC’s 40th anniversary together!

As every year, Friday will also feature the SNACC Annual
Business Luncheon and Award Presentations, and the day will
provide ample opportunities to visit with exhibitors, network with
colleagues and discuss new ideas. This year, we will be electing
one new Director-at-Large and the Secretary/Treasurer. Please
consider standing for these important positions and keep an eye
on the website and regular eblasts where the call for nominations
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40th Anniversary of SNACC!
W. Andrew Kofke, MD, MBA, FCCM
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA

collection of stories for all SNACC members for both current
and historical interest. Go to the 40th anniversary web page
for upload instructions or email it to snaccstories@gorji.com.
Any questions or comments can be directed to Sol Soriano at
Sulpicio.Soriano@childrens.harvard.edu.

Advisor: Sulpicio G. Soriano, MD
Advising Past President SNACC
Harvard Medical School

3. Thursday, October 11, 2012 Evening Dinner Symposium
Plan to attend the dinner symposium the Thursday before the
SNACC meeting. This will be a historic overview of SNACC
and its past milestones. The agenda is going to be:

It’s been 40 years since the first annual meeting of SNACC.
All SNACC members should consider attending this year’s
anniversary meeting. It will be a celebration of these 40 years.
Lots of things are going on for our birthday party.

5:00 - 6:00 pm
6:00 - 6:10 pm

1. The 40th Anniversary Web Page
Reza Gorji, MD has been contributing his expertise to create
a web page within the SNACC website structure especially
designed to help us celebrate the 40th. Interesting items that
can be found there include many historical documents and old
newsletters. Maurice Albin’s SNACC history article on the
occasion of the 25th anniversary, Elizabeth Frost’s treatise on the
history of Neuroanesthesia from Albin’s textbook, Michenfelder’s
landmark Rovenstine lecture on professional respect, Hartung’s
article outlining the relationship between SNACC and JNA, and
Bill Young’s article on the occasion of his excellence in research
award. Also this is the entry port for your SNACC story. What’s
that? Read on…

6:10 - 7:00 pm

7:00 - 8:00 pm
8:00 - 8:45 pm

If you want to receive the SNACC thumb drive
and other memorabilia of the 40th anniversary,
please register today and join the celebration!

2. SNACC Stories
Tell us your story. How did you end up in neuroanesthesia?
Did someone influence you? If so, how? How did you find
out about and decided to join SNACC? Has your SNACC
membership been a useful thing to you? We hope to create a

SNACC NEWS

Champagne Reception
Welcome Address
Ansgar M. Brambrink, MD, PhD
The Past 40 Years of SNACC
James E. Cottrell, MD
What Should Happen in the Next 40 Years?
William L. Lanier, Jr., MD
Dinner
Honor the Past Presidents of SNACC
Monica S. Vavilala, MD
Deborah J. Culley, MD

Visit www.snacc.org for more information
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4. JNA articles
Coinciding with the 40th anniversary, JNA will be
publishing three articles of historical significance. W. Andrew
Kofke, MD, MBA, FCCM has an article detailing the 40 year
history of SNACC, William L. Lanier, Jr., MD outlines the
history of neuroanesthesia, and Jeffrey J. Pasternak, MD and
William L. Lanier, Jr., MD are summarizing major scientific
accomplishments in neuroanesthesia over the past forty years.
Here are some interesting facts from these articles:
• The first address for SNACC was Broad Street in
Philadelphia, Temple University

• For an organization with about 400-500 members it
is a prideworthy observation to have had four of 		
the twenty-six ASA excellence in research awardees be 		
SNACC members recognized by the ASA, which has 		
46,000 members.

• The names of the society: NAS Ù SNANSC–SNACC
ÙSNACC; the Neuroanesthesia Society Ù the Society for
Neurologic Anesthesia and Supportive CareÙthe Society
of Neuroanesthesia and Critical Care Ùthe Society of
Neuroscience in Anesthesiology and Critical Care

• The name “Neuroanesthesia” is credited to have first arisen
in a review article with that title in 1969 by Michenfelder,
Gronert, and Rehder. Michenfelder described the behind
the scenes negotiation with the referees that led to this 		
early use of the name in his Rovenstine lecture. However,
Rosomoff actually first used the name in an Anesthesiology
article in 1963.

• Peter Safar and John D. Michenfelder, both pioneers in
neuroprotection and neuroanesthesia, had legendary public
fights at prominent national meetings.
• The first neuroanesthesia textbook in English was authored
by Andrew Hunter of Manchester, England, in 1964

• Two Nobel laureates have spoken at SNACC meetings
• SNACC has had joint meetings with the Neuroanesthesia
Society of Great Britain and Ireland, the Society of Pediatric
Anesthesia, and the American Society of Critical Care
Anesthesiologists

• The World Federation of Neurology had a a Commission on
Neuroanesthesia.
• SNACC was formally recognized as a subspecialty
society by the ASA in 1976, the result of efforts by 		
James E. Cottrell, MD.

• In a dramatic episode of feigned suicide with a firearm
and blood in an embezzler’s abandoned boat in the 		
Chesapeake, SNACC very nearly went bankrupt in 		
the mid 90’s. David S. Warner, MD was president 		
and with his leadership team the society was salvaged 		
from bankruptcy.

• Today academic neuroanesthesiology, complete with
ongoing research and the training of a new generation 		
of experts, is a multinational enterprise.

This should be a memorable 40th Anniversary Celebration. Don’t miss it!
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Call for Nominations to SNACC Board of Directors
The SNACC Nomination Committee is seeking nominations
for open positions on the SNACC Board of Directors for 201213. The vacancies open for nomination are Secretary-Treasurer
and one Director-at-Large. Election to the 2012-13 Board
vacancies will take place at the SNACC 40th Annual Meeting on
Friday, October 12, 2012 and new members will take up office
at the conclusion of the Business Meeting.
The following lists the responsibilities of each vacant position.

advice to the Executive Committee. Individuals will be required
to lead on specific tasks that fall within their areas of interest.
Directors-at-Large at elected for an initial three-year term and
may be re-elected for a second term. Directors at Large may serve
only two successive full terms.

Eligibility
Any SNACC member in good standing is eligible to selfnominate for these posts.

Secretary-Treasurer (one vacancy)

Nominations

The Secretary-Treasurer shall serve to oversee the finances of
the Society, be responsible for maintenance of accurate records of
the Executive Committee and Board of Directors meetings and
assist the Vice-President for Communications in maintaining
open communication with the membership. The SecretaryTreasurer will also perform such other duties as may be requested
from time to time by the Board of Directors and President.
The Secretary-Treasurer will serve a one-year term but
members seeking nomination to this post should be able to
commit to a five year period because it is usual for the SecretaryTreasurer to progress through the other Officer positions on the
Executive Committee.

Closing
Candidates need to have demonstrated
Date is
a commitment to SNACC over time
and preferably have already served on a
August 10,
SNACC Committee. Experience in the
2012
work of SNACC and the individual’s
effectiveness in performing their duties are
crucial to the success of their nomination.
Application is via self nomination in the form a brief
statement (maximum 400 words) outlining the candidate’s
experience, suitability for election to the post and what they
hope to contribute to SNACC.
Nominations should be forwarded to Martin Smith MBBS,
FRCA, FFICM, chair of the 2012 Nomination Committee, at
martin.smith@uclh.nhs.uk by August 10, 2012 and copied to
Sandra Peterson at Sandra@societyhq.com.

Directors-at-Large of the Board of Directors
(one vacancy)
Directors-at-Large promote the activities of the Society
through membership of the Board of Directors and provide

It’s Time to Share Your Stories!
As part of SNACC’s 40th Anniversary Celebration, we are looking for your SNACC Stories!
Was there a conspiracy to develop neuroanesthesiology as a subspecialty? You bet! Were there co-conspirators? Many,
including names like Michenfelder, Albin, Marshall, Matjasko, Shapiro, and Harp. Did it work? So far!
This is quoted from John Hartung’s 2008 review of the good connection between SNACC and JNA and it still seems
apropos to 2012. This year is the 40th Anniversary of the inception of SNACC. The society has faced challenges over the years,
but has adhered to its mission and is now ready for its celebration of forty years….our Ruby anniversary.
As part of our preparations for this celebration we will be putting together a 40th Anniversary web page. It’s full of history
about SNACC and you should enjoy perusing the material assembled. Knowing where we have been is essential to knowing
where we are to go in the future.
In addition, this is the place to enter your “SNACC story” and read those of your colleagues. How did you get into
neuroanesthesia? How or why did you join SNACC? Was anyone important in your choices? Please tell us. Your story can
vary from a couple sentences to a full essay. Sol Soriano is overseeing this and you can direct any questions to him at Sulpicio.
Soriano@childrens.harvard.edu.
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SNACC’s Presence at the
International Anesthesia
Research Society Meeting

Dr. Deepak Sharma from the University of Seattle in Seattle,
WA focused on his area of expertise - the issues related to
intra-operative care of patients with traumatic brain injury and
stressed the need for further research in this area. Finally, Dr.
Martin Smith, Director of Neurocritical Care Services at the
National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, University
College London Hospitals and president-elect of SNACC
addressed the role of multi-modal monitoring in traumatic brain
injury. Following the presentations, the audience posed multiple
questions for the panelists which resulted in a lively discussion.
The session was moderated by Dr. Jeffrey Pasternak, Chair of the
Neuroanesthesiology Division at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN
and a member of the Board of Directors of SNACC.

The 2012 International Anesthesia Research Society (IARS)
Meeting was held May 18-21 at the Copley Marriott in Boston,
MA. The Society for Neuroscience in Anesthesiology and Critical
Care (SNACC) organized two sessions at this meeting. The first
was a sold-out problem-based learning discussion (PBLD). A
total of 10 participants discussed the anesthetic considerations
for patients in whom the anesthesiologist had a concern
regarding the cervical spine. The PBLD was moderated by Dr.
Rafi Avitsian, Chair of the SNACC Education Committee and
Section Head of Neuroanesthesiology at the Cleveland Clinic in
Cleveland, OH. The diversity of participants which included a
neuroanesthesiology fellowship director, anesthesiologists from
Finland, Germany, and even a resident from Canada resulted in
an interesting and enthusiastic discussion.

The success of these sessions demonstrates SNACC’s
continued commitment to both education and the facilitation
of scientific collaboration. Further, a strong basis in both basic
and clinical science is shared by both IARS and SNACC,
making the IARS meeting a perfect site for SNACC to carry
on its mission of advancing the art and science of the care of
the neurologically-impaired patient. SNACC will also provide
a session at the Neurocritical Care Meeting in Denver, CO in
October addressing the relationships between the brain and
both the heart and lungs. The details of the Neurocritical Care
Society 2012 annual meeting, including the SNACC session, can
be found on the Neurocritical Care Society web site at www.
neurocriticalcare.org.

The second session was a panel pertaining to the management
of patients with traumatic brain injury. Participants in the wellattended session heard from 3 experts. First, Dr. David Wright,
Director of the Emergency Neurosciences Division at Emory
University in Atlanta, GA, and Principal Investigator of the
Progesterone for Traumatic Brain Injury III Trial (PROTECT
III) addressed pre-hospital and emergency room management.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
SNACC 41st Annual Meeting
October 10-11, 2013 • San Francisco, CA

SNACC 42nd Annual Meeting
October 9-10, 2014 • New Orleans, LA
SNACC NEWS
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Distinguished Service Award and Teacher of the Year Award
Nominations Accepted Through August 31, 2012
Recipients of these awards will receive:
- A plaque of recognition presented at the SNACC 40th Annual
meeting on Friday, October 12, 2012 at the Omni Shoreham
Hotel, Washington, DC

4. Summary of the nominees teaching credentials:
i) Evidence of expertise and innovation in education,
invited lectureships, review course presentations at
national/international meetings and participation
in educational activities of national/international
societies.
ii) Summary of relevant publications of the contribution
of new knowledge to the field and publication record
of review articles and book chapters relevant to
neuroscience, neuroanesthesiology and neurocritical
care.
iii) Administrative positions held in areas relevant to
education.
iv) Evidence of innovations in education, including
the development of relevant course syllabi and/
or development of methods for evaluation of
effectiveness of teaching methods.
v) Evidence of mentorship of medical students,
anesthesia/critical care residents/fellows and any
other relevant groups.
vi) Evaluations supporting the nominee’s effectiveness
as a teacher, quality of mentorship, impact on the
development of the student’s career and impact on
the productivity of the student, including evaluations
from previous students.
vii) Evaluations from chair/colleagues (past or present)
regarding demonstration of a passion for teaching,
verification of contributions to education, research
and administration, and demonstration of respect
for advisees.
viii) Evaluations from international colleagues as above.
Note: Nominees will not be expected to have achieved excellence in
all these categories.

- Recognition on the SNACC website with a citation and
picture
- Recognition in the SNACC Annual Meeting Reports
published in the SNACC Newsletter and the Journal of
Neurosurgical Anesthesiology.
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
The award is presented to an individual who has made
outstanding contributions to the field of neuroanesthesia and
neurocritical care, and for his or her distinguished service to the
Society. The award will be presented at the SNACC 40th Annual
Meeting in Washington, DC on October 12, 2012.
Nominations for the Distinguished Service Award should be
sent by email to Martin Smith MBBS, FRCA, FFICM, chair of
the 2012 Nomination Committee, C/O Sandra Peterson at the
SNACC Administrative Office - sandra@societyhq.com - or to
snacc@snacc.org. The closing date is August 31, 2012.
What to submit?
1. Nominator’s name, title and contact information.
2. Name, title and contact information of the nominee.
3. A minimum of two paragraphs outlining the nominee’s
contributions to the field of neuroanesthesia and/or service
to SNACC.
4. Brief biographical sketch or summary CV of the nominee.
5. Two letters of recommendation.
TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD
This award recognizes SNACC members who exemplify
outstanding teaching of health care professionals and basic
scientists in the areas of neuroscience, neuroanesthesiology and
neurocritical care. The award will be presented at the SNACC
40th Annual Meeting in Washington, DC on October 12, 2012.

Nominations for the Teacher of the Year Award should be
sent by email to Martin Smith MBBS, FRCA, FFICM, chair
of the 2012 Nomination Committee, C/O Sandra Peterson at
the SNACC Administrative Office - sandra@societyhq.com
- or to snacc@snacc.org. The closing date is August 31, 2012.

What to submit?
1. Nominator’s name, title and contact information.
2. Name, title and contact information of the nominee.
3. A supporting letter of nomination from the nominee’s
current departmental chair.

SNACC NEWS
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Society for Neuroscience in Anesthesiology and Critical Care
2209 Dickens Road • Richmond, VA 23230-2005

2011-12 Officers
& Board of Directors

SNACC Presidents
1974-1975
1975-1976
1976-1977
1977-1978
1978-1979
1979-1980
1980-1981
1981-1982
1982-1983
1983-1984
1984-1985
1985-1986
1986-1987
1987-1988
1988-1989
1989-1990
1990-1991
1991-1992
1992-1993
1993-1994
1994-1995
1995-1996
1996-1997
1997-1998
1998-1999
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
2002-2003
2003-2004
2004-2005
2005-2006
2006-2007
2007-2008
2008-2009
2009-2010
2010-2011

PRESIDENT
Ansgar Brambrink, MD, PhD
brambrin@ohsu.edu
PRESIDENT-ELECT
Martin Smith, MBBS, FRCA, FFICM
martin.smith@uclh.nhs.uk
VICE-PRESIDENT FOR EDUCATION AND SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS
Kristin R. Engelhard, MD, PhD
engelhak@uni-mainz.de
SECRETARY-TREASURER
Deborah J. Culley, MD
dculley@zeus.bwh.harvard.edu
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Monica S. Vavilala, MD
vavilala@uw.edu
VICE PRESIDENT FOR COMMUNICATIONS
Marc J. Bloom, MD, PhD
marc.bloom@nyumc.org
DIRECTORS
Rafi Avitsian, MD
avitsir@ccf.org
Jeffrey J. Pasternak, MD
Pasternak.jeffrey@mayo.edu
Pekka O. Talke, MD
talkep@anesthesia.ucsf.edu
George Mashour, MD
gmashour@med.umich.edu
SNACC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Stewart A. Hinckley
stewart@societyhq.com

John D. Michenfelder, MD
Maurice Albin, MD
Brian M. Marshall, MD
Harvey M. Shapiro, MD
Donald P. Becker, MD
James R. Harp, MD
S. Craighead Alexander, MD
James E. Cottrell, MD
Peter J. Janetta, MD
M. Jane Matjasko, MD
Derek Bruce, MD
Robert F. Bedford, MD
Lawrence Marshall, MD
Phillipa Newfield, MD
Neal Kassell, MD
Wayne K. Marshall, MD
Lawrence H. Pitts, MD
David S. Smith, MD, PhD
Alan A. Artru, MD
William L. Lanier, MD
David S. Warner, MD
Adrian W. Gelb, MD
William L. Young, MD
Arthur M. Lam, MD
Patricia H. Petrozza, MD
Jeffrey R. Kirsch, MD
Christian P. Werner, MD
Daniel J. Cole, MD
Tod B. Sloan, MD
Piyush M. Patel, MD
Karen B. Domino, MD
Concezion Tommasino, MD
Cornelis J. Kalkman, MD
Sulpicio G. Soriano, MD
Basil Matta, MD
Gregory J. Crosby, MD
Monica S. Vavilala, MD

For more information check the SNACC website at www.snacc.org,
or contact the Society’s office:
Tel: (804) 565-6360 Fax: (804) 282-0090 Email: snacc@snacc.org
Stay connected…visit us on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/SNACC.org
Join our Linked In group
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/SNACC-4397668
SNACC NEWS
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